
Mitred Corners on a border by Kerry Swain 

 

This is how I mitre corners – maybe not like everyone does but 

they work for me. 

Measure each side of your quilt – write the measurements 

down – hopefully the quilt is square, if it isn’t you are best to 

work with the average of the measurements. 

Cut border strips so that they are at least the length of the 

quilt plus twice the width of the border. 

Eg – quilt measurement is 60” – border is 6 ½” then the strip 

would need to be at least 73” in length. I usually add a couple 

of inches just for the sack of it – better to be too long. 

Working on one side of the quilt – halve the measurement = 30” 

Then on the border find the centre – mark the centre, then 

measure out 30” on each side from the centre mark, mark 

these points. 

Fine the centre of the quilt – match up the border strip and pin 

the border to the quilt matching up the outside edges with the 

marks you have made on the border.  

 

 



You should have at least the width of the border over hanging 

on each side – do not cut this off

  

Stitch the border to the quilt using ¼” seam allowance, 

making sure that you stitch exactly from edge to edge of the 

quilt. 

 

 

Do not iron the border until after the mitres have been 

completed 

Repeat for the next side of the quilt – I always work my way 

around the quilt top clockwise. 

Pin on the border in the same way making sure that your 

marks on your border meet up with the outside edge of your 

quilt.  



Now pin ¼” in from the outside edge- this should be exactly on 

the seam of the first border – start sewing from this point 

finishing at the other edge of the quilt 

 

 

Repeat for the 3
rd

 side 

The last side is exactly the same only you will finish on the 

seam of the first border you put on 

Lay one border out flat in front of you  

 

 

 

 

 



Then pull the other border over so they lay right sides together 

and fit exactly on top of each other 

 

 

Finger press the seams just near the corner towards the quilt 

so they are out of the way of the mitre 

Take a ruler with a 45 degree line on it 

Place the corner of the ruler into the point where the 2 borders 

meet 

 

 

Lay the 45 degree line out along what would be your sewing 

line  



Draw a line along the edge of the ruler out from the meeting 

point to the edge of the border – this will give you the 45 

degree which is needed for the mitre 

 

 

 

Pin along this line through both borders 

Stitch from the meeting point to the outside of the border – 

locking your stitch in at both ends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Open out the mitre to make sure it is sitting flat  

 

 

 

If all is OK cut off the excess fabric ¼” from the seam 

Press seam open then you can press the side seam towards 

the border 

 

 

Repeat for all 4 corners 



 

 

 

You should have 4 perfectly mitred corners 


